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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord, by Your power and graceful
ways that touch us humanly, create a
future of promise for this country. In
Congress, create new settings of hope
where Your kingdom of realized truth
and promised justice may become more
apparent in all its saving power.

May the Members of the House of
Representatives face the challenges of
the present and the future with con-
fidence in You and in the people. Help
them, Lord, never to lose heart in the
face of resistance, adversity, and scan-
dal. Enable them to overcome every
separation between faith and life and
reject every false dichotomy of faith
and expediency. Thus may they extend
Your reign of peace and love and give
You glory now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER). The Chair has examined
the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL-
LER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without

amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 6040. An act to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007 to clarify
the authority of the Secretary of the Army
to provide reimbursement for travel ex-
penses incurred by members of the Com-
mittee on Levee Safety.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————————

NO NEED TO OPEN NEW AREAS
AND NEW LEASES

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. We are going to hear a
lot today about the need for new
leases. There is no need to open new
areas and new leases. Here is Alaska.
The former Naval Petroleum Reserve
leased by Bill Clinton, authorized by
the Republican Congress, has more
than 10 billion barrels of oil under it. It
is known to exist. The oil industry has
the leases; they have drilled 25 wells;
they have capped them. They have no
plans to connect it to the existing pipe-
line and bring that oil here to con-
sumers.

But they are saying, no, we want to
go over here, we want more leases over
here in ANWR. We don’t even know if
there is any oil under ANWR. How
about they deal with the known 10 bil-
lion barrels here and provide us some
relief at the pump? Then we can talk
about other places they might want to
go in the future.

————
NO MORE EXCUSES ENERGY ACT

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the

House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, as we approach the Fourth of
July holiday, many Americans who
would use this long weekend to vaca-
tion or to perhaps spend time with
their family will have to weigh their
options as they struggle with gas
prices that have risen to over $4 a gal-
lon. As the worldwide demand for oil
has contributed to the rise in prices
that affects families all across Amer-
ica, we have actually restricted our
supply here at home. America, unfortu-
nately, has become more dependent
than ever on more expensive foreign
sources of energy, and not taking ad-
vantage of our own energy sources is
economic suicide.

That is why I am cosponsoring the
No More Excuses Energy Act. It would
lift the moratorium on exploring for oil
on the Outer Continental Shelf, open
up the ANWR in Alaska for natural gas
exploration and oil exploration, and it
would also provide incentives to build
more refineries right here at home.

This legislation would provide incen-
tives and tax credits to assist in re-
searching and in using alternative
forms of energy like wind power and
nuclear energies. This commonsense
approach to energy can help our Nation
meet the challenges that we face in the
future and can hold down the costs to
consumers.

It is time to get to work.

BUSH-CHENEY ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, Members of the
House, as American families struggle
with the rising cost of energy, as it
makes their commute to work even
more expensive, as they think about
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